Jay Evers proudly stands naxt to oné of the company’s trucks.

Exporting tea to the world

Only two years in Bessemer, Milo’s is expanding

THE WESTERN STAR STAFF

fier having been open for less than two
Mmm;mw:mm
Morgan Eoad is expanding.

Having already pushed outside the Alabama
borders, the company hopes io get the entire
Southeast hooked an its famous recipe tea by
doubling production and widening distribuiion, a
mave that will generate & lob moee jobs in the anea.

When the additions are comiplate, which is
expected 1o be sometime in May, the plant will be
about 43,000 square feet and be capabile of bettling
70,000 gallens of thelr brew every day.

]lr Evers, I}uwrlpa.ny’i wvice prl:l.iudmumldllt{
aperating oificer, ssid that Mila's is making the move
af an opparbune Hme. e

“W had to get quicker and begger to kiep up
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‘What we’re doing now would have taken two full shifts at

our plant in Homewood.’

— Jay Evers, Milo's vice president and 00

with demand,” he padd,

Evers added that the company’s sabes have
doubled in the past two years, and that the increased
distribution hastened along expansion projects already
in planning sta
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!nrli!u,-\lnmrlgmhrmmpurldsnnd aszks {o be
included.

“Theere are a lot of prople sitll finding it” be sadd,

With a shelf life of only about 25 days because the

secret eecipe focblds preservatives, dalny distributoss
'mlmmn! to handling ime sensilive
products,” Evers said,
Preservatives have absolutely no affect on the favaor
whatsoever, o 30 the researchers say. Evers, on the
other hand, kenows there is a differerce.,
“The battem line is that it affect the taste, and
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motice. We could add all kinds of things so our

tea could sit in waschowses I’nnrh:mlhn wildlhi:t

bt then we'd Lashe everybod o
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dalry in Tennessee, This will serve prople as far norih
as Mashville, :

ﬂmmﬂpmhuwﬂfmwi of e
nanislfactusing jobs (the real kind, not the fast-food
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within the next bwo years.

With contirually faster brewing times and faster
filling procedunes, Evers sald the most jobs will come
in the area of distribution.

efficient

Hiu\';idgu.hlﬂu:.- efficient production staff, the
Bessemer plant has sbout 40 direet employoes, bot
with all the distribution pariners, the expansbon will
affect 2 many as 2000

With all the extra production, the company alse had
1o make more room o put all the extra two
5,000-gallon holding tanks will be installed and the
cold slorage area will get ils capacily raksed by 50
percent. Theee will also be five new loading Jocks so
truchks will not have to wait in ling for

While quite susgessful in the tea business, the

company has mo Enmediate to expand inbo athir
beverages. Many consumers suggested Mila's try
their hand at making lemonade or batiled water Evers
counfered, however, that it is the eompany’s current
standing that sheubd dovone thing and doit well
-mm'.mu |u-djbu|=|j|=50m;lsul'md:h1.;l'h-r
‘best tea in the world with ather Bems,” he said.
Yions ezn't argue with suocess.
“What we're doing row would have taken two fall
shifts at our plant in Homewood,® he said.
Even though the company Is growing and secking
1o blanket the entire region, calls still come in abowt
the area. For years, no city on the Gulf of
Meden has been privileged encugh to feature the red-
capped jaga. This will be thi frst summer ever that
beachgoors will get to sip Milo's in the sand.
1 thisk this summer’s gaing 1o be wonderiul.™ he

With all the demand for sweel brow and workers
struggling to keep up demand for it, Milo's s
becoming a setious Alabama Alabama
residinds might drive across state lines 1o bay lothery
thekeds, but bor a libtke while longer anyway, those an
the oiher slde of the Hne will have to come over fora
pice cobd glass of bea , =

COMPANY AT A GLANCE
W Milo's 1ga has been around sinca 1246,
starting out as a hamburger store that sold’
sweot toa.

m By this summer, the Milo's plant in
Bessamer will double production to about
70,000 gallons a day.

B Mila's hopes 1o Tully cover the Southeas!
with thair product.

B Tha plant was moved from Homewood 10
Morgan Road in Bessemer two years ago.
m About 40 people work at the Bassamer
plant, bui hundreds ara invalvad in the
distribution. ;

B Mo preservatives ane used in the tea, so it
onlly lasts for about 25 days and must be kept
relrigaratad,



